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Voyager Charter School Safety Plan 
Parent Information 

Student safety is our number one priority at Voyager. 

At Voyager we have defined three levels of emergencies: 
 

 Level One Emergency: A localized emergency that would allow for safe evacuation to a designated nearby 
safe location or early school closure.  Examples: power outage, fire in a neighbor business, suspicious odor 
or fumes, or bomb threat.  

 

 Level Two Emergency: A moderate to severe emergency that may require assistance from local emergency 
response personnel: school fire, building/structural damage, or local disturbance. 

 

 Level Three Emergency: A major unanticipated disaster that occurs with little or no warning where 
emergency response personnel assistance is required and safety procedures are guided by state emergency 
plans. 

 
School Closure 
The ideal situation for every family is that, in the event of an emergency, the children and family are all together to 
implement their individual family safety plan.  Although we, at Voyager, are committed to academic excellence, when 
there is a possible safety threat to our children, we will not hesitate to close the school.   
 
The decision to close the school is made by the Principal or the Principal’s designee.  Whenever possible, the Chair 
of the Local School Board will be consulted.  In the event of a School Closure, the Principal (or designee) will 
immediately communicate this information to local media authorities.  Parents should tune into local radio 
stations for information regarding the closure of Voyager.   
 
Whenever possible, a tape-recorded message will be available on the main school number (521-9770).  Please do 
not call teachers cell phones to ask about school closure, as they will be planning for their own family’s safety.    
 
In the event of early closure during a school day, the school will contact the parents (or alternate person on 
emergency card) to pick up their child(ren). 
 
Drills 
Fire drills are conducted on a monthly basis.  The fire alarm is activated and students exit via various evacuation 
exits.  The process is timed and teachers debrief for improvement at the staff meeting following the drill.  The drill log 
is reviewed by the fire department during the annual fire inspection. 
 
Lockdown  
Lockdown drills are conducted periodically throughout the year. The call is made to teachers, who then gather 
students in the classroom, lock the doors and close windows. Class continues with as much normalcy as possible 
until the all clear signal has been given.  
 
 
 
 
 



Emergency Plans 
Level One & Level Two Emergencies that require evacuation of the building: 
Students will evacuate as they do in monthly fire drills to the area in front of the school or in front of the PBS building 
as determined by the Principal (or designee).  Public safety authorities will be called as needed to assess the 
situation and determine the safety for re-entry into the building.  
 
In the event that the building is determined to be unsafe for re-entry, families will be called to pick up their children 
from Lutheran High School or an otherwise designated safe area. Upon arrival at the designated pick-up area, 
parents will need to sign-out their children on the sign-out sheet maintained by each classroom teacher.   
 
Level Three Emergency 
At Voyager we have been fortunate to have experienced very few safety issues.  Please remember that almost all 
weather-related emergencies are broadcast well in advance and that the school will take immediate action to 
have children picked up by parents whenever possible.  
 
In the rare event of a widespread, immediate emergency, Voyager will follow the emergency plans of local 
authorities, including evacuation to a designated safety shelter or area.  The Principal (or designee) will contact the 
Civil Defense personnel to broadcast school information via various media sources. 
 
During a widespread, immediate emergency all city buses are required to drop passengers at nearest bus stop and 
report to the evacuation zone area for assistance with evacuation to designated shelters.   
 
Voyager students, teachers, and staff members will begin walking to the nearest designated shelter using primary 
bus routes. Students will walk by class with a teacher and an assistant staff person. If a bus offers transportation, 
students will board with their teacher by class, and if possible, notify the Principal that they have been picked up by 
bus and to what shelter they are being transported. 
 
During a Level Three Emergency, parents will be required to follow these guidelines: 

 Tune into radio stations for evacuation information and location of shelter. 

 Do not drive to the school if an evacuation has been announced.  Roads must be clear for emergency 
vehicles and evacuation buses.  

 Do not call the school or teacher’s cell phones.  Cell phones must be saved for communication with 
safety personnel and school administration. 

 Upon arrival at safety shelter or designated safe area, parents must sign-out students with their teacher.  
Students will not be released to parents until they have reached the safety shelter or designated safe 
area. 

 Remember that in a Level Three Emergency the campus, students, and staff members will be under 
the command of law enforcement or public safety officials. School officials will yield to their leadership, and 
information regarding the evacuation and pick-up areas will be broadcast on local radio/TV stations. 

 Please remember to update your emergency cards!  Students will ONLY be released to those 
listed on the emergency cards.   

 It is a good idea to have another Voyager parent as an option in case you (or those listed on your 
child’s card) cannot get to the pick-up place. 

The safety of our children is an ongoing conversation that needs revisited several times per year.  If you have 

questions or concerns regarding this plan or any other safety issue at our school please see the Principal. 


